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On May 28, 2020, Soror Lorna Forde, Maryland Social Ac-
tion Coordinator and Alumnae & Collegiate Chapters in 
Maryland sponsored a “Power in Our Vote: The Moment 
of Truth 2020 Virtual Town Hall” to provide an informa-
tional resource to residents as they prepared for Maryland's 
June 2, 2020 primary election. 
  
Maryland was one of many states across the country that 
postponed primary elections and expanded vote-by-mail 
options in order to prevent community spread of the Coro-
navirus. The state sent every registered voter a mail-in bal-
lot for the June 2 primary election and voters also had the 
opportunity to drop-off their ballot at designated locations in 
each county. 
  
The Town Hall speakers shared their unique perspective 
and understanding of how critically important it is to partici-
pate in the voting process. The consensus was that voting 
demonstrates that citizens are committed to and engaged 

in the political process and, more importantly, are actively exercising the power of the vote. We 
were reminded that participating in the voting process is not just about us, individually, but about 
community building - something that is bigger than individual agendas. Given the concerns we 
face today, the Town Hall discussion reiterated the fact that every time we vote, we strengthen 
our democracy and ensure that it represents the will and diversity of the people. 
 
Guest Speakers at the Town Hall included: 
•       U.S. Senator Chris Van Hollen (MD) 
•       Dr. Thelma T. Daley, 16th National President – Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
•       Adrienne A. Jones, House Speaker – Maryland House of Delegates 
•       Willie Flowers, President – NAACP, Maryland State Conference 
•       Lois Hybl - Maryland League of Women Voters 
•       Nikki Charlson & Linda Lamone - Maryland State Board of Elections 
  
Several hundred residents across the state tuned in to this informative session. We sincerely ap-
preciate the support from our speakers and attendees and encourage everyone to remain active 
& present as we prepare the General Election. In the words of Frankie Muse Freeman, an icon, 
civil rights activist, ground-breaking lawyer and 14th National President of Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc., “There has been progress and there continues to be progress, but there’s work to 
do”...“We’ve all got work to do!” This is a powerful reminder for us today given the many chal-
lenges facing our communities and nation, stay the course and continue the work. 



Princess Anne Alumnae Chapter co-hosted a Virtual Town Hall:  
Civic Responsibilities for Wicomico County amid COVID 19 

 
April 30th was a great virtual town hall full of rele-
vant information about Primary Elections and the 
2020 Census in our county and beyond in our cur-
rent “normal”. We know that with physical distanc-
ing and mandates in our state, things have 
changed, so we wanted to inform our neighbors.  
This event was hosted by Wicomico County - City 
of Salisbury Complete Count Committee (CCC), 
Delta Sigma Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Incorporated,  and Princess Anne 
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc. 
   
Mayor Jacob Day, Mayor of Salisbury MD kicked 
us off with an update about COVID-19 implica-
tions and latest news in our area.  He ended with 
the importance of a complete count in our com-
munity.   This was followed by Wicomico County 
Board of Directors who informed us about the de-
tails and timing of the mail ballots, the drop off 
boxes, and the in- person stations that will be 
available on the June 2nd primary.  NOTE:  Paper 

ballots are being mailed starting May 1st and the period of response - via mail or drop off boxes is be-
tween May 21st and June 2nd. 
 
The remaining session included #2020census information.  We started with information from our U.S. 
Census Partner who updated us on revised dates and other federal facts; followed by our Maryland 
State Census partner who shared state updates and information.  This introduction was followed by a 
local update from Soror Sonya Whited, co-chair of Wicomico County CCC, which included details 
about our individual census tract response rates that combine into our overall rate.  
 
The highlight of this meeting is the phenomenal work of the Wicomico County Maryland Department of 
Planning, Zoning, & Community Development GIS department!  They have developed detailed maps 
that includes places of worship and businesses throughout the county as well as an interactive tool 
that takes you down to the street level within our county. This tool is the source of the weekly, some-
times twice a week, snapshot our our county progress that you see posted here.   
 
The town hall also served as a kick-off for our next effort to promote the 2020 Census and have some 
fun doing it.   This is a virtual art contest for two age groups, (1) under 18 years of age - visual art sub-
mission with the topic why Census is important/ why does it matter and (2) 18 years of age and older - 
up to 30 second submission of their experience completing the Census. The event which is open from 
May 1st to May 30th and submissions are through the very active Wicomico County-City of Salisbury 
CCC webpage.   After review the newest event, two random call participant were each award a $25 
gift card to their choice of Salisbury restaurants.  This is a program developed by City of Salisbury, 
Maryland to help our local restaurants in this challenging time. 
 
This event was closed out by Senator Addie Eckardt bringing words of encouragement.  Feedback for 
the event was positive - informative and punctual.  The town hall was streamed on our Facebook Live 
and a post outlining the timing for the critical sections have been included in a post so people can ref-
erence later.  Visit the Facebook page - Salisbury - Wicomico County 2020 Census. 
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In light of the COVID-19 outbreak, the U.S. Census Bureau has adjusted 2020 Census 
operations in order to: 

 Protect the health and safety of the Ameri-
can public and Census Bureau employees. 

 Implement guidance from Federal, State, 
and local authorities regarding COVID-19. 

 Ensure a complete and accurate count of 
all communities. 

 
Information provided daily to the Census Bu-
reau from FEMA, as well as State and Local 
authorities, is used to guide Census Bureau 
decisions on timing. As a result, selected field 
operations are resuming on a phased sched-
ule on a geographic basis.  Please see at-
tached schedule adjustments or visit the fol-
lowing url for more details. 
 
https://www.census.gov/library/fact-
sheets/2020/dec/2020-operational-
adjustments-covid-19.html 

 

2020 Census Adjustments 
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Soror Sonya Whited recognized as a Maryland Census Champion 

A Maryland Census Champion is a person or group that has 
gone above and beyond in spreading the Census message 
in their community.  Census Champions have devised inno-
vative ways to get their community engaged in completing 
the Census.  The individual or group nominated could be a 
member of a local complete committee, a faith leader, a busi-
ness leader/owner, or even someone in the community mak-
ing a difference.   
 
Soror Sonya Whited was recognized as Co-Chair of the 
Salisbury-Wicomico Complete Count Committee.  She has 
gone above and beyond in promoting, creating and encour-

aging the Census and ways for residents to complete it.   
 
She is always promoting Census events and videos on her many Facebook pages and, 
with assistance from Co-Chair Dr. Brante Dashiell, is the heartbeat of the Census in 
Wicomico County! 
 
Do you know of a Census Champion that you’d like to recognize?  Download the Census 
Champion form at https://census.maryland.gov/Documents/maryland-census-champion-
nomination-form.pdf.  Email completed form to john.watson@maryland.gov.   
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Starting July 16, census takers will begin interviewing households that have yet to 
respond to the 2020 Census.  In subsequent weeks, the Census Bureau will 
announce additional census offices as it prepares to begin enumeration activities 
nationwide. The majority of census offices across the country will begin follow-up 
work on August 11.  All offices will conclude work no later than October 31.  Please 
note that Census takers will follow local public health guidelines when they visit.  

Census Takers will begin following up with nonresponding households 

National DST and Maryland  
Chapter Hashtags for  

Census 2020 Activities:  

#DSTUCount 
 

#MDDSTsaysbecounted 
 

#Census2020 

If someone visits your home later this year to collect infor-
mation for the 2020 Census, check to make sure they have a 
valid ID badge with their photograph, a U.S. Department of 
Commerce watermark, and an expiration date. Census work-
ers may also carry Census Bureau bags and other equip-
ment with the Census Bureau logo. 

How you can verify if someone is a Census Taker 
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Your 2020 Census MARKETING Committee encourages you to 
stay updated during the summer months! 

    

 
Stay up to date on National Census Activities:  

 
https://my2020census.gov/ 

 
Subscribe to the Maryland Census Newsletter: 

 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MDMDP/subscriber/new?to

pic_id=MDMDP_74 
 
 

Vote 411...Voting information you need….register to vote…stay up 
to date on matters on the ballot: 

 
https://www.vote411.org/ 


